
 

                   Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Durham 

                                              Travelling Gavel Rules 

1  The Travelling Gavel competition is open to all Durham Mark Lodges with the exception 

of The Durham Lodge of Installed Mark Masters No 1492, The Durham Lodge of Provincial 

Grand Stewards No 1820 and Chief of the Builders Lodge No 1806, and the Travelling Gavel 

must not in any circumstances leave the Province. 

2  To claim the Gavel a minimum of three visitors representing the other Lodge must visit the 

Lodge in possession of the Travelling Gavel, but a Lodge cannot claim the Travelling Gavel 

if  on a Fraternal Visit. 

3  The visiting Lodge with the most visitors (after taking into account the Distance Travelled 

Factor) will be entitled to claim the Gavel. 

4  A Distance Travelled Chart has been produced to show the distance in miles between each  

Masonic building where a Mark Lodge is held. A visiting Lodge can claim an additional 

number of visitors according to the distance travelled as follows:-                                           

Between 1 and 10 miles        1 visitor                                                                                           

Between 11 and 20 miles      2 visitors                                                                                         

Between 21 and 30 miles      3 visitors                                                                                  

Between 31 and 40 miles      4 visitors                                                                                   

Between 41 and 50 miles      5 visitors. 

5  In the unlikely event of a tie, the Lodge which has travelled the furthest distance  will 

claim the Gavel. 

6  The Travelling Gavel remains the property of the Mark Province of Durham and may be 

recalled at any time, and if recalled the current holders must ensure its safe return. 

7  To claim the Travelling Gavel the visiting Lodge Members making a claim must all stand 

up when giving greetings in the usual manner, but the lodge Member giving the greeting will 

add the following:- “ I have come to claim the Travelling Gavel on behalf of ...........Lodge, 

number...........”                                                                                                                            

Each visiting Lodge will do the same and the Lodge Secretary will note all claimants, but no 

comment will be made by the WM. 

8  At the Festive Board the Lodge Secretary will verify the number of visitors from the 

signing in book and during the Toast to the Visitors the Travelling Gavel will be presented to 

the successful claiming Lodge. 

 

 



 

 

9  The Secretary of the Lodge giving up the Gavel should  complete the Log sheet before 

passing it over to the new Lodge, and inform the Provincial Grand Secretary of the new 

Lodge by the following day. 

10  The Travelling Gavel Coordinator will then inform all Lodge Secretaries of the name and 

number of the Lodge holding the Travelling Gavel, together with the date and time of their 

next Lodge Meeting, and details will appear in the Monthly Mark & RAM Newsletter. The 

Coordinator will also keep a duplicate Log (the original Log will remain with the Gavel.) 

11  At each Annual Meeting of Mark Provincial Grand Lodge the Gavel will be presented to 

the Provincial Grand Master for the duration of the Meeting and handed back to the Lodge at 

the end of the Meeting. 

 

W Bro R T Lynn PAGDC 

Assistant Provincial Grand Master 

28
th

 June 2018 
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Barnard Castle 36 36 29 34 33 35 19 17 42 25 20 42 37 42 32 43 47 40 15 38 45 19 6 18 31 29 38 20

Billingham 36 31 35 37 11 29 21 16 36 21 17 34 9 33 20 31 42 21 20 27 33 19 27 35 35 2 25 23

Birtley 36 31 14 8 21 3 17 29 6 11 16 6 27 7 9 8 11 14 26 5 10 18 30 26 7 30 10 16

Blackhill 29 35 14 6 24 13 14 30 13 14 19 14 31 22 20 23 10 27 23 17 25 19 25 12 7 37 23 15

Burnopfield 34 37 8 6 28 9 17 35 6 16 22 6 35 15 14 18 7 22 32 12 17 23 30 19 4 36 17 18

Castle Eden 33 11 21 24 28 21 19 28 26 10 13 23 7 22 9 21 31 10 21 16 22 15 27 31 26 13 14 19

Chester le Street 35 29 3 13 9 21 14 28 10 6 15 10 26 10 6 11 15 11 24 5 12 16 28 24 7 28 10 13

Crook 19 21 17 14 17 19 14 18 24 10 11 25 28 25 16 25 23 23 8 19 27 8 14 12 13 23 21 2

Darlington 17 16 29 30 35 28 28 18 35 20 12 36 25 36 25 36 41 36 9 31 38 13 11 27 32 12 31 19

Dunston 42 36 6 13 6 26 10 24 35 17 22 2 32 12 15 11 6 19 32 10 14 24 36 38 8 36 14 22

Durham 25 21 11 14 16 10 6 10 20 17 7 17 17 17 6 18 22 14 13 13 20 6 19 24 9 21 12 8

Ferryhill 20 17 16 19 22 13 15 11 12 22 7 23 16 23 12 24 28 21 8 19 25 3 14 22 20 14 18 8

Gateshead 42 34 6 14 6 23 10 25 36 2 17 23 16 7 16 9 8 17 32 11 10 24 37 35 8 36 13 23

Hartlepool 37 9 2 27 31 35 7 26 28 25 17 16 16 29 16 27 38 16 23 23 29 17 30 39 32 10 21 26

Hebburn 42 33 7 22 15 22 10 25 36 12 17 23 7 29 14 2 18 15 33 9 5 24 36 34 15 35 12 23

Hetton le Hole 32 20 9 20 14 9 6 16 25 15 6 12 16 16 14 13 24 6 22 4 15 14 26 30 12 22 8 14

Jarrow 43 31 8 23 18 21 11 25 36 11 18 24 9 27 2 13 19 14 33 9 4 25 37 35 16 34 10 24

Ryton 47 42 11 10 7 31 15 23 41 6 22 28 8 38 18 24 19 24 37 16 20 29 41 25 11 41 20 24

Seaham 40 21 14 27 22 10 11 23 36 19 14 21 17 16 15 6 14 24 29 9 16 22 35 38 19 23 5 21

Shildon 15 20 26 23 32 21 24 8 9 32 13 8 32 23 33 22 33 37 29 28 35 7 9 21 24 19 28 8

Shiney Row 38 27 5 17 12 16 5 19 31 10 13 19 11 23 9 4 9 16 9 28 11 20 32 29 10 29 6 18

South Shields 45 33 10 25 17 22 12 27 38 14 20 25 10 29 5 15 4 20 16 35 11 27 39 37 18 36 9 25

Spennymoor 19 19 18 19 23 15 8 13 24 24 6 3 24 17 24 24 25 29 22 7 20 27 13 19 14 17 19 6

Staindrop 6 27 30 25 30 27 28 14 11 36 19 14 37 30 36 26 37 41 35 9 32 39 13 20 27 25 32 14

Stanhope 18 35 26 12 19 31 24 12 27 38 24 22 35 39 34 30 35 25 38 21 29 37 19 20 19 34 36 14

Stanley 31 35 7 7 4 26 7 13 32 8 9 20 8 32 15 12 16 11 19 24 10 18 14 27 19 33 15 14

Stockton 29 2 30 37 36 13 28 23 12 36 21 14 36 10 35 22 34 41 23 19 29 36 17 25 34 33 27 21

Sunderland 38 25 10 23 17 14 10 21 31 14 12 18 13 21 12 8 10 20 5 28 6 9 19 32 36 15 27 20

Willington 20 23 16 15 18 19 13 2 19 22 8 8 23 26 23 14 24 24 21 8 18 25 6 14 14 14 21 20


